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The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the police operation of an Unmanned Aerial System 

(UAS).  

 

616:1 Definitions 

 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) – Any 

powered aerial vehicle that does not carry a human 

operator, uses aerodynamic forces to provide 

vehicle lift, can be programmed to fly 

autonomously or can be piloted remotely, may be 

expendable or recoverable and can serve as a 

platform for devices or systems which are capable 

of: 

 Photographing persons, objects or mapping 

surface or geological formations and storing or 

transmitting captured images; 

 Tracking or detecting persons or objects using 

infrared, thermal or any similar storing or 

transmitted the captured information; 

 Engaging in real time video recording of the 

movements of persons or objects and storing 

or transmitting the captured information; and 

 Detecting and capturing aural, digital and 

other forms of communication and storing or 

transmitting the captured communications. 

 

Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) – An all-

encompassing description that encapsulates the 

unit which includes the aircraft or UAV, the 

ground-based controller, the system of 

communications connecting the two and the 

personnel who operate the UAV itself, maintain 

the UAV, and the supervisor overseeing all 

personnel and operations of the unit. 

 

UAS Flight Crew Member – A pilot, visual 

observer, payload operator or other person 

assigned duties for a UAS for the purpose of a 

flight or training exercise. 

 

UAV Pilot – A properly trained officer exercising 

control over a UAV.  The primary duty of the pilot 

is the safe and effective operation of the UAV. 

 

Digital Media Evidence (DME)-  Digital 

recordings or images taken with a camera affixed 

to the UAS. 

 

Bodily Harm – Per MN Statute 609.02, bodily 

harm is defined as “physical pain or injury, illness, 

or any impairment of physical condition. 

 

 

616:2 Privacy 

 

The use of the UAS potentially involves privacy 

considerations. Absent a warrant or exigent 

circumstances, operators and observers shall 

adhere to FAA altitude regulations and shall not 

intentionally record or transmit images of any 

location where a person would have a reasonable 

expectation of privacy (e.g., residence, yard, 

enclosure).  

 

Operators and observers shall take reasonable 

precautions to avoid inadvertently recording or 

transmitting images of areas where there is a 
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reasonable expectation of privacy. Reasonable 

precautions can include, for example, deactivating 

or turning imaging devices away from such areas 

or persons during UAS operations 

 

616:3 Program Coordinator 

 

The Chief of Police will appoint a program 

coordinator who will be responsible for the 

management of the UAS program. The program 

coordinator will ensure that policies and 

procedures conform to current laws, regulations 

and best practices and will have the following 

additional responsibilities: 

 

• Developing an ongoing training program and 

ensuring that all authorized operators and required 

observers have completed all required office-

approved training in the operation, applicable 

laws, policies and procedures regarding use of the 

UAS. 

 

• Developing an operational protocol governing 

the deployment and operation of a UAS including, 

but not limited to, safety oversight, use of visual 

observers, establishment of lost link procedures 

and secure communication with air traffic control 

facilities. 

 

• Developing a UAS inspection, maintenance and 

record-keeping protocol to ensure continuing 

airworthiness of a UAS, up to and including its 

overhaul or life limits.  

 

• Developing protocols to ensure that all data 

intended to be used as evidence are accessed, 

maintained, stored and retrieved in a manner that 

ensures its integrity as evidence, including strict 

adherence to chain of custody requirements. 

Electronic trails, including encryption, authenticity 

certificates and date and time stamping, shall be 

used as appropriate to preserve individual rights 

and to ensure the authenticity and maintenance of 

a secure evidentiary chain of custody. 

 

• Developing protocols that ensure retention and 

purge periods are maintained in accordance with 

established records retention schedules. 

• Facilitating law enforcement access to images 

and data captured by the UAS. 

• Recommending program enhancements, 

particularly regarding safety and information 

security. 

• Ensuring that established protocols are followed 

by monitoring and providing periodic reports on 

the program to the Chief 

 

616:4 Permitted Use of the UAS 

 

Only authorized operators who have completed the 

required training shall be permitted to operate the 

UAS in the following situations: 

 

(1) During or in the aftermath of an emergency 

situation that involves the risk of death or bodily 

harm to a person; 

 

(2) Over a public event where there is a 

heightened risk to the safety of participants or 

bystanders; 

 

(3) To counter the risk of a terrorist attack by a 

specific individual or organization if the agency 

determines that credible intelligence indicates a 

risk; 

 

(4) To prevent the loss of life and property in 

natural or man-made disasters and to facilitate 

operational planning, rescue, and recovery 

operations in the aftermath of these disasters; 

 

(5) To conduct a threat assessment in anticipation 

of a specific event; 

 

(6) To collect information from a public area if 

there is reasonable suspicion of criminal activity; 

 

(7) To collect information for crash reconstruction 

purposes after a serious or deadly collision 

occurring on a public road; 

 

(8) Over a public area for officer training or public 

relations purposes; 

 

(9) For purposes unrelated to law enforcement at 

the request of a government entity provided that 

the government entity makes the request in writing 

to the law enforcement agency and specifies the 

reason for the request and proposed period of use 

(see section 616:8). 
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616:5 Limitations on Use 

 

Operation of the UAV must comply with all 

Federal Aviation Administration requirements and 

guidelines 

 

The UAV shall not be deployed with facial 

recognition or other biometric-matching 

technology unless expressly authorized by a 

warrant. 

 

The UAV shall not be equipped with weapons. 

 

The UAV shall not be used to collect data on 

public protests or demonstrations unless expressly 

authorized by a warrant or an exception applies 

under 616:4. 

 

Any use not authorized under section 616:4 

requires a warrant prior to deployment of the 

UAV. 

 

616:6 Written Policy Required 

 

Per state law, prior to the operation of a UAV, the 

Chief of Police must establish and enforce a 

written policy governing its use, including 

requests for use from government entities. The 

written policy must be posted on the agency's 

website. 

 

616:7 Reporting and Documentation 

 

The UAV pilot must: 

 Document each use of a UAV in a police 

report and in the written log book stored with 

the UAV. 

 Connect each deployment to a unique case 

number. 

 Provide a factual basis for the use of a UAV. 

 Identify the applicable exception under 616:4 

unless a warrant was obtained. 

 

The UAS Program Coordinator must provide a 

report to the Chief of Police on a quarterly basis, 

to include the following information: 

 

 Documentation of each use of the UAV, to 

include a factual basis for its use; 

o Either a warrant or the authorized use 

under 616.4. 

 Documentation of UAV training for the 

quarter. 

 Total cost of the UAS program to include 

training and wages.  

 

By January 15 of each year, the Program 

Coordinator shall report to the Commissioner of 

Public Safety the following information for the 

preceding calendar year: 

 

(1) The number of times a UAV was deployed 

without a search warrant;  

a. identifying the date of deployment, 

and 

b. the authorized use of the UAV under 

616:4. 

(2) The total cost of the agency's UAV program. 

 

616:8 Requests Unrelated to Law Enforcement 

 

When a government entity makes a written request 

for drone use under 616:4(9), the request shall be 

forwarded to the Program Coordinator for review. 

The following criteria will be used for authorizing 

the request: 

 

 The request complies with all applicable FAA 

regulations. 

 The request does not constitute a violation of 

privacy or constitutional protections.  

 The request does not pose an unreasonable 

danger to persons or property.  

 

When in doubt, the Program Coordinator shall 

seek the advice of legal counsel before approving 

the request.  

  

616:9 Classification of Data and Retention 

 

Data collected by a UAV are private data on 

individuals or nonpublic data, subject to the 

following: 
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(1) If the individual requests a copy of the 

recording, data on other individuals who 

do not consent to its release must be 

redacted from the copy; 

 

(2) UAV data may be disclosed as necessary 

during or in the aftermath of an 

emergency situation that involves the risk 

of death or bodily harm to a person. 

 

(3) UAV data may be disclosed to the 

government entity that made a written request 

for UAV use unrelated to law enforcement.  

 

(4) UAV data that are criminal investigative 

data are governed by section 13.82, 

subdivision 7. 

 

(5) UAV data that are not public data under 

other provisions of chapter 13 retain that 

classification. 

 

Section 13.04, subdivision 2, does not apply to 

data collected by a UAV. 

 

Notwithstanding section 138.17, a law 

enforcement agency must delete data collected by 

a UAV as soon as possible, and in no event later 

than seven days after collection, unless the data is 

part of an active criminal investigation. 

 

 

 

BY ORDER OF: 

 

Lenny Austin, Chief of Police 
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